
GMES Respond actively involved in providing flood r isk mitigation and crisis and 

damage mapping of Myanmar. 

On May 2, 2008, Cyclone Nargis, a very severe tropical cyclone caused the deadliest natural 

disaster in the recorded history of Burma (officially known as Myanmar). The cyclone caused 

catastrophic destruction with the Burmese Government reporting at least 90,000 fatalities with 

a further 56,000 people still missing (June 08). However, unofficial figures for the Labutta 

Township alone reported to have 80,000 dead, with about 10,000 more deaths in Bogale.   

In response to this terrible tragedy, GMES Respond was called into action by providing 

emergency mapping services on behalf of the International Charter on Space and Major 

Disasters and by completing the delivery of proactive flood risk mitigation and preparedness 

mapping services over Myanmar.  The results of work undertaken by GMES Respond is 

summarized below and maybe freely downloaded from the Respond catalogue.  

   

Image:  Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Nargis, seen from MODIS on the Terra satellite at 0440Z May 1, Nasa 

 

 
Map: Myanmar Cyclone Nargis – Regional Overview of Respond Mapping 


